
Camp theme: “Overcomers”
� eme passage: 1 John 5:4-5

“For every child of God defeats this evil world, 
and we achieve this victory through our 
faith. And who can win this battle against 
the world? Only those who believe that Jesus 
is the Son of God.”

EVERY ONE OF US IS faced every 
day with many temptations and 

pressures in this world. We battle against 
our own desires, the attack of the enemy, 

things from the past and fears for the 
future. Even those of us who have trusted 
in Christ’s saving work on the cross — 
even we struggle. We read in the Bible 
that we can live victoriously, that we can 
have abundant life, that we can be over-
comers. But how? How do we overcome 
the addictions in our life? How do we 
live free from the fears that hold us cap-
tive? How do we stand against the forces 
of darkness? How do we live for Christ 
alone and not for what others think of 
us? How do we live as overcomers?
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It starts with knowing God, believing 
that Jesus is the only way, and trusting in 
Him alone for salvation. � is is our prayer 
for our campers this summer — that they 
will understand who Jesus is and trust 
Him fully. As a believer in Christ, we are 
overcomers eternally; death has no power 
over us anymore! But it doesn’t stop there. 

God says that we can live victoriously 
during our life here on earth as well. We 
don’t have to give in to temptation. We 
don’t have to fear what others will think 
of us. We don’t have to live in sin anymore 

— in fact, we are called to live set apart 
from this evil world. We are called to live 

as Christ lived — pure and holy. How do 
we achieve this? 

It actually has nothing to do with us. 
We don’t try harder or do more good stu� . 
Rather, we need to know Christ and who 
we are in Him. In Him we are forgiven 
and set free. In Him we have strength to 
say no to temptation. In Him we can lay 
down our fears. � rough His Word and 
His Spirit our minds can be transformed. 
In Him we have the power to live as 
Christ lived — perfect and holy in God’s 
sight. It is only through Jesus, because 
He has already overcome, that we can live 
victoriously as an overcomer!

JAKE’S INVOLVEMENT WITH PINE RIDGE BIBLE CAMP goes way back 
— close to the start of the camp in the early 1970’s. Over the years, Jake has been 

involved at the camp in a number of ways. One of his favorites was clearing trees and 
getting � rewood. Jake was a lumberjack when it came to anything with wood. Right up 
until recently he was out there with a chainsaw having a blast. Jake has been a blessing 
to the camp in many other ways. A few years ago Jake made several beautiful wood 
paddles that have since been well used by campers and sta� .

Here are some of Jake’s memories recorded by Tony Kusch,  PRBC committee 
chairman from Bu� alo Narrows, shortly before Jake’s passing:

Jake has also been on the camp committee for 20 or more years, as 
he remembered. He wasn’t the � rst one to speak up or o� er ideas, 
but his place on the committee was valuable. Jake had a strong 
love for God’s Word and a desire to see it go out in truth. His de-
sire was to see young people at camp hear God’s Word and have it 
impact their lives for eternity. He was a prayer warrior for PRBC 
and the north for many years and that will be greatly missed. 

Tony asked Jake what he prays for when he prays for the camp. 
� e thing that Jake kept coming back to was this:

• He prayed for teachers that are true to the gospel. Th ose that will not 
hesitate to tell the truth — who won’t beat around the bush.

• He also prayed that those who serve at the camp would stick it out; 
not giving up and not compromising because sharing God’s truth is worthwhile.

Jake saw the impact of what God was doing through PRBC in the surrounding com-
munities — and he was part of that impact. In recent years, every time we saw Jake 
he was wearing a PRBC T-shirt and we knew he was cheering on the ministry and 
praying that lives would be changed. We are thankful for the chance we had to get to 
know and work with Jake. We were blessed by his encouragement and his prayers. He 
will be missed — a strong warrior in God’s kingdom has gone home to his Savior.

Please pray with us this summer:
For our staff — that they will know who 
they are in Christ and have victory in their 
lives.
For our campers — that they will trust in 
Jesus’ saving work on the cross and become 
an overcomer in Christ.
For every person at camp — that 
through God’s mighty power at work in our 
lives, we will have victory to live set apart 
from this evil world; to be an overcomer.

I n  M e m o r y  o f 

Jake Halvorsen
Oct. 16, 1933 – April 3, 2019

When did you move to Buffalo 
Narrows? Jake: 1939 from Moose 
Point to go to school. At age six.
When did you become a Chris-
tian? Jake: From almost a baby. 
Mom would always tell stories about 
Jesus from the Bible. I would sit and 
bawl.
When was there a church in 
Buffalo? Jake: � e Christian church 
came 1939 or 1940. Stan Collie came 
and established the church. � ey 
didn’t have a place to stay when they 
came to town — just a garage. He 
would have Sunday school there and 
quite a few kids came. I was attentive. 
He would ask questions and I would 
answer them.

When did you first hear about 
Pine Ridge? Jake: Ed Hickey came 
to town and said, “Jake come with 
me. I’m going to go pick up Harold 
Roberts and we’re going to go look at 
a location for a Bible Camp.” It wasn’t 
the � rst time they had landed there. 
� ey took me — there wasn’t a mark 
anywhere. 
So you walked at Pine Ridge 
before there was anything 
there? Jake: Yah I did! Well I was 
there when we went and checked the 
site out. It wasn’t the � rst time, but 
there was nothing being done there 
yet. We went and we walked around 
and you know — “here’s a good place 
for this and here’s a good place for 

that.” I did not have anything to do 
with the beginning — building the 
kitchen and all that. It was a couple 
years after that, Walter Viklund was 
there helping. He came to me and 
said, “Jake, will you help me with 
shingles?” I told him, “Yah I can help 
you with shingles. What are they 
going to do?” “Oh they’re going to 
make A-frames. Maybe six or 10 of 
them, maybe more” said Walter. So 
I cut shingles. Walter said, “You’re 
doing better than me — keep at it!” I 
spent my time cutting shingles there 
for probably three weeks to a month.
What year was that? 
Jake: � at would have been maybe 
1973, something like that.
What are some of your 
favorite memories? 

Jake: A lot of times when they 
had family camps — they were spe-

cial. � ey told lots of stories of crazy 
things they had done and we had 
good laughs.

It was a joy when we had Bill 
Jackson, or Ed Hickey or Ron Ward. 
When we would get together we 
were one. And Mrs. Heal — she was 
a prayer warrior.
What impact have you seen in 
people’s lives because of the 
camp? Has it helped the commu-
nity? Jake: Absolutely, because a lot 
of these communities have drawn to-
gether. And they are willing to send 
their children there to the camp.
What are you thankful for? 
Jake: You know the joy you see on 
those kids’ faces when they’re out 
there together. � ey could work 
together; they could play together. 
Also, for speakers and sta�  who do 
not stray from the truth.
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Spring 
Preparations
Again we have been blessed by 
all who have given of their time to 
come and help get camp set up this 
summer! Our new electrical shed is 
up, the barge is re-built and looking 
shiny and new, cabins are cleaned, 
house is floored, a wood shed is 
built and filled, the waterfront is in, 
and much more!

Dining Hall / 
Chapel Update
Funds are continuing to come in! 
We are currently at over $154,000 
for the building project! Still a long 
way to go in fundraising, but this 
is getting exciting! The newest de-
velopment is that the trees are now 
down in the building area! Seeing 
where the land is cleared makes it 
start to seem real!
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Pray!
• For good connections with sta�  and potential sta�  for this summer.
• � at God will bring enough sta� . We are short-sta� ed for several 

of the weeks of camp.
• � at each sta�  member will be surrendered to God’s work in their lives

as they prepare to come serve.
• � at God will open the way for campers to come and that Satan won’t 

be able to distract or keep them from coming to hear the Good News.
• For the new dining hall building project (we are still hoping to start 

building this fall, but many details need to fall into place before then).

Volunteer!
Cabin leader, kitchen help, maintenance, lifeguards — if you have a skill that 
God is asking you to use at camp we’d love to hear from you!

Give!
• To camper sponsorship
• To sta�  sponsorship (for our sta�  going on to post-secondary education)
• To our general fund for running summer camp
• To the new building project

Contact us (info listed below)

Ways to be 
INVOLVED


